Source of material: The title compound (systematic name: 3,4-dihydroxy-cyclobut-3-ene-l,2-dione diguanidinium dihydrate ) was prepared by reacting equimolecular aequeous solutions of 114 mg (1 mmol) 3,4-dihydroxy-3-butene-2,3-dione (squaric acid) and 180 mg (1 mmol) guanidine carbonai and crystallized by multifold recrystallization from a water/methanol solution. The asymmetric unit contains one guanidinium cation, a half squarate anion and a water molecule. In the crystal, anions, cations and water molecules are linked via hydrogen bonds and a threedimensional network is formed. 
